136       A SYNTHETIC VIEW OF VEDlNTA

religion there is a sharp clash between rationalism and
theology, between theism and absolutism.   Democracy
even if allied to religion ends in despotism. Every theory
tries to dominate other theories and establish its superiority
on the ground of efficiency and equal opportunity. Never
in the history of the world has there been so much universal
agitation and tormenting hatred. However, it is a privilege
to live in such stormy times of ceaseless strife and to reflect
on the various currents and cross currents along which human-
ity is drifting. What lends absorbing interest to the enquiry
is the question, do these make for chaos and deluge, or, for
cosmos and harmony ? Do the ( fairy tales of science' reveal
an increasing purpose behind all this stress and struggle ? Or
is life ( a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signify-
ing nothing ' ? Is the world ' a dog's curly tail', incapable of
being straightened, or the expression of a divine purpose ?

The solution lies in an optimistic hope that discord is the
best indication of harmony. Increasing differentiation is
itself a sure criterion of increasing unity. The depth of hell
is a measure of the height of heaven. The heart of humanity,
weary of wars and worries, longs for lasting harmony and
repose and for a new synthesis which will reveal the true
perspective of life and assign to each element its proper place
and function. The higher thought of the West is now directed
to the grasp of underlying and unifying principles. Modern
history cares more for the motives of men than for the life
of the leaders. Socialism is based on central truths. The in*
terest in morality is not the interest in man, but in the
principles that dominate his life* Higher criticism in theo-
logy recognizes the importance of the essential truths of
spiritual life. The soul of nationalism is to expand into the
soul of humanity* The increasing popularity of international